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Trejo (left) adjusting Rodriguez Lopez's Ibanez before the Mars Volta's
August 30 performance at the 2009 Outside Lands Festival in San
Francisco. The guitarist's touring pedalboard (above) after the show.

| try to keep his stage level bearable by using a
Shure ULXP4 wireless system, which is cool
because the body pack has a gain control. Of
wrse we do the opposite of what |5 recom
mended and turn this all the way up. which allows
ma to bring his stage level down a bit while over
we crap out of his amp withvirtually no

hiss, We have so many pedals inline that his sig-
Tl nothing like what it would be it he were
plugged straight in, but that's what magkes s
sound. Orange amps suit his sound better than

ather amps we've tried, and we couldn't imag
ne gl nga show wnthout tham
Omar has a lot of guitars in his studia, but
nast often he uses his lbanez signature mod
als. He has two different body types. but
ytharwise they are identical. The gne available
tores is the DRML, which has a mahogany
wly and a three-piece mahogany neck, rose
wood [retboard., and medium frets. The
glectronics are sumple; one Seymour U ncan |
e 59 pickup and a single volume control The

guitars are fitted with Ernle Ball medium gauge

strings
Omar’s pedalboard is constantly changing
depending on the set list. Before a tour wel sit
in his studio, where he has shelves upon shelves
of pedals, and pull out what we think would be
cool Thenwell narrow it down to the essentials
and a few “toys” Thare are several pedals, how-
ever, which have a permanant home on his
pedalboard. These include the Line & DL 4 Delay
deler and FM4 Fil
MXR Micro Amp and Phase £
Blow distortion, Moo
Electro-Harmanix Deluxe Memo
Chiorus, DigiTech WH-1 (an original and a new
maodiel). and of course the Boss DD-5 delay and

TU-12 tuner, This may seem like a lot of pedal:

mpoff standby and

has plenty of




